[bookmark: _GoBack]For the midterm exam the student will: 1) conduct a policy analysis; and 2) propose a strategy to evaluate the policy after it is implemented. 

This is not an assignment that will be short and require little time. You should plan to spend a substantial amount of time on this midterm exam assignment. 

You should also plan to have content under each of the following headings. 

I. Statement of the public policy problem 
(see the Baimyrzaeva publication from Week 2, section 2.1).
II. Description of the problem and analysis of the problem within a context 
 (see the Baimyrzaeva publication from Week 2, pg. 18, the green box, focus on the headings “problem related questions” and “problem context”). 
III. Alternative policy solutions to the problem.
  Identify 2-3 different potential policy solutions to the problem. State what the solutions are, describing them thoroughly. The alternative solutions to the problem can be very different, or can be different only at the margins. What is key to understand is this: you will only be able to choose and implement one of the 2-3 policy alternatives that you identify. 
IV. Criteria for selecting from amongst the 2-3 policy alternatives
 You have 2-3 policy options to choose from. What are the criteria that you will utilize to make the decision as to which policy option you will pursue? What are the values or goals that matter? Are there costs involved, and are there differences in cost across the policy options? Do you envision more or less stakeholder opposition to one option over another or the others, and does it matter? If it matters, how much does it matter in the selection of one policy option over the other or others? 
V. Policy recommendation 
This is a statement of your policy decision. Which option did you choose over the other or others, and why? 
VI. Policy evaluation 
The policy that you chose will most certainly (or should, otherwise, why do it)? What do you project that the policy will impact? How will you evaluate it? Will you use process or outcome evaluation, or both? If process evaluation, which processes do you envision that will matter? If outcome evaluation, what will your measure or measures be for the evaluation? 

Parameters of writing: 12-15 pages, non-inclusive of the title page and reference page. Double-spaced, one-inch margins, 12-point Times New Roman font. 

